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Tothe Reader, ©} 

Y deſires at this time to. know and to.r ae ! 
knownto others the form'of Govet % 
order of worfhip uſed in the Church: 

land; have drought theſe following lincaments to igke\l 0 
There come d ily into my hands without my ſecking ; \ 
ſome' one forme of Church Government or ot ocdet” th Fit 
the'divers Authors, from their love. to Reformation 
in their judgements did conceive: But I muſt confeſle 
they did the lefle reliſh with. me that they were 4 
Qions and modells withour the example or pr: iſs of v3 
any of the Chriſtian Churches, and were Abſtrad? 1dee's ' i 
- diſcipline in the Fynon of men. .and got  DifſcPlivain = 
ubjetto. One 1, cd 7 ' 08Vernment | 
hehe ilar \bei f 

bs vo ment,and' 

fie, 1 tound nel many 

the: Peclary, ,. who ow tndog ſt o bea 

couch dow \ between the two burthens.” bec 

ing una<quaitited with rhe © veiled g 

med Churchss, they do notkne 


feat(as to them whoarc in the dark ie 
tiox what; Such astheſe do rather Fee WE 


beled'awiy with'thepolity* 
, o ih fuch a cafe was En 2 Mev bend RE ic 
Y ; the faith of Abraham when the Lord ne nn Get rhe 
1 wilt ſhew th 


but of thy Conprey, oc. into 4 Land 'w 
Gen:11.1. What he was'to forſake, i 


quo 'of his reinoving, 'he did* Bl 


By Tothe 5x 
jd [eto go Months Te&rminns 1d qui, he did hot know, 
Wl” 1 that God. would-ſhew it him. In ou: 
(WY oft: #e thay Kitalthe evill khown to be betrer 
* [hen the good unknown; Bur it holdeth not. in the 
arters of God, tnot When we ſpeak of Malum turpe 
ad bonum be: the cvill of finne and the good of 
5, ene: a5 they ſho travell from the South to 
bg the ſight of the one Poletomcin 
ight ro the Row, and as they go on the North Pole 
bs devared to them by degrees: Sois it here, if men 
kicks dnce fortake T4 turn their back upon that 
which they ktiow to be wrofig, and would ask the way 
to Zion with theit Faces thitherward, the Lord would 
ten thettihis way» 
Tevlt Foes! « bf T&id; give too much ear and audi- 
hte 6 th milk formation of many (ſo may l call ir 
bow ater t tric imformation) who would have made 
me to believe, 1. That the on ad 9-r5prny of that 
hut h ing? | iſcopall, ; fide the order of 
Epos, "WA Nin in that Church, bur 
ie 55dei "2.&o on through the Paricy of their 
ns £nx6 Tr id all did ſpeak aad no 
ne id hea by of another. 2. That they had 
Ne rope D for their publike worlhip 
bit that every his extemporary f 
oy breach, 7 pray what ecmed good in his own 
'Cyhich was to me an huge rock of 
ekce) ork they "were enemies to Kings for no other 
Ce but tha ite hat chop ar Kings: and, out of a dclire of 
| Anarchy , di cferre Democracic to Menarchicall 
oor Arg reat crimes I can not deny, and much 
to be abhorred, for they are deſtrutive 0 all Ecclefi- - 
Fer and Civile Order, -and do break both the ſtaves 
and of bonds. | _ 


» Toshe Reader. 

But upon tryall I did remember that, if accuſation 
were guiltinefle, no party conld beinnacent, and found 
ther ic was nothing ſo as was alledged: for concer- 
ning thekirſt, I called ro minde the practiſe of a paintet 
of old, who bring. deſired to repreſent the body of 
Hercules, did exprefie;nothing of the lincaments of his 
face, ſtature or members, but-did onely make a reſem- 
blance of the Lyons skin, which he was wone to carry 
about as the badge of his treagth, and the Trophee 
of his honour. Epiſcopacy was never the face nor or+ 
der of that Church. In the moſt part of their aſſetn- 
blies have they conflicted with it, and bythe ſtrength 
of God obtaining the vidory both of eld, and much 
more of late They may well number it among theit- 
ſpoiles. The order of their Miniſters cach one ſtand! 
io his own ſtation, and none uſurping over another, 
the Subordination of their foure kindes of aſſemblies, 
joyning the conſent and obedicnce of the people, are 
the face and ftrength of that Church. Againſt the fe- 
cond, The form of prayers, adminiſtration. of the 
Sacraments, admiſſion of Miaiſtcrs,Excommunication, 
ſolemaizing-of marriage, vifitation of the «ſick, 8cc. 
which are ſer down before their:! ok; and" ro 
which the Miniſters' are fo conforme themſelves, 'is 4 
ſafficient wirneſſe: for alrhough they be nor rycd to 
{et farmes and words: yet are they 


IR RELIC 
bur for teſtifying their conſent an po LY NN 
have thelr directory and preſcribed arder.; No-wher. 
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To the Reader. 


rations and remonſtrances, and what is contained in 
the concluſion of this Treatiſe, expreſſe as much re- 
ſpe and reverence to magiltracy, as any Chriſtian 
Prince will require. -- 

I was alſo ſtrongly drawn to the liking of that 
Church by the Teftimonies given unto their Refor- 
mation by ſome of the moſt famous witneſſes of this 


age. | 

- Oneis of that worthy Scottiſh Martyr Mr. George 
W.ſcheart. p 

- This Realm ſhall be illuminate with the light of Chriſts 
Goſpel, asclcarly as ever was Realm ſince the daycs of:the Ap.» 
ſtles. The houſe of God fhall be builded init, yea it ſhalbnor 
lack .(warſocver the enemy imaginEX®$ the contrary) the ve 
top-ſonez the glory of God ſhall evidently appear, and (hill 
once triumph in de{pight of Satan. Burt alas, if the people ſhall 
be after nnthankful!, then fearfull and terrible ſhall the plagues 
be that after ſhall follow. Hiſt. of the Church of Scotland, 


p4z-108., 
nr ons. Thisis ifrof God, thar 
ei mn isis a i b 

_ religionem pu- have %. Salon cogater 
1a, ® wwtiar, doGrine, viz. puck igion and good which 
retinende vinculum, i Sco. .is the bonds bold taſt the Do&rine, 
tian intulifti, Sic obſecrs I heartily pray and beſcech for Gods 
& obteſtor bec duo fimwlre- fake, Hold faſt theſe rwo to , 


tincie, ut uns amiſſo alterum that you may remember, that if one 
din permanete non poſſe ſem- be loſt , the other canner Tug 16: 
per mencimeritse. Epi- main. So Biſhops brought forth po- 
ſeopi w pepererxare, its pery , fo falſe Biibops, thercliques 
peadepiſeqe popore 


x terre in» Epicurciſm. Whoſocver would have 


net, otia.. | 
in temporeproflig eric ue 984=. 


reli= of popery,ſhall bring intothe world 
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| To the Reader. 
ſo illam nnquam admittar, flatter with ſhew of the preſerya- 
quantumvis wanitatly retinen- tion of unity, which hath deccir 
da ſpicie, que veteres ctiam wed many of the beſt of Anci-, 
opt imeo7 lis, blan= cnts. 

diatur. Bez Epiſt.79. ; 

A third of the wody of Confeffions of faith, lt is 
the rare priviledgeof h of Scet{-md before many,inwhich 
reſpe& her nam: is famous , even among ftrangers , that about 
the ſpace of four and fifty years . 
withour ſchiſme, 1:tbe herclie, ſhe Eſt iÞud Eccleſia Scotic ane 
hath kept and holden faſt unity with privileginms rerun pre ne! 
puny of doArine, The greateſt tirgin quoetians ejus nomen 4» 

p of this unity, through the mer. pu exteror fait celebre, qued 

of God, was, that with the do- circiter anno; plus minus 54. 

inc,the diſcipline of Chriſt andthe fine ſebiſmate nedum bere 
Apo'tles, as it is preſcribed in the wnitatem cum puritate 
Word of God , was by little &rine ſervaverit & retinne= 
and little to gether reccived , and rit,' Hujue wnitatic admeini-. 
according to that diſcipline ſo ncer cxlum ex Dei miſericordia' 
as might be, the wholegovernment maximum fuit , quod pants- 
of the Church was diſpoſed. By this tin twne dofFrina, Chriſti & 
means all the ſceds of ſchiſm-s and Apoftolonum diſciplinam, fi 
errors, {o ſoon as they began to bud,. <2 ex verbs Dei eſt proſerip« 
and ſhew themſelycs, in rhe very #4nns fruit recepta, &, quam 
breeding andbirth, were {ſmothered proixme fieri potuit , ſecun= 
and rooted our. The Lord God of his dum tem totums regimen Ec< 
infinite gpodecil grant unto the I" fait adminiftra- 
Kings mo cious Maicſty, toall mm H.c ratione ononia ſchiſ- 
the rulcrs of the Church,to gow mitum atqueerrorum ſemine 
crs that arc the Nurſers of the quam, primam pullelare, aut 
Charch, that accordingto the Word Je exerere viſa fume , in iÞſa 
of God, they may keep Þ prrpeually quzfi berba & partu ſunt ſuf 
that unity and purity of doRtrine, forts G&*exthpats, Det Dos 
Amen, | minus Deus, pro immenſs ſi 


| a bonizate Regie CM1jeftas 

1 Sereni ſine, emnibuſque” Eeclfiarune , pobeſta 

eſte nutritive, ut ex Dei a+ praxiet defrine puritatent 
off 2 


ne emſervent, Amen, Cp CR. fig. 6. © 


Toth Render, 

The fourth of King lanes of happy memory. 
The R-ligion profcſſ:& in rhis Countrey, where | was brought 
_ 22, and ever mid: profeſſion of,and wifh:s:my fon cover rocunti» 
nuc in the ſame, as the onely true fora of Gods: Worſhip, &-. 
I docqually love andtonour the learned and grave mn of cirher 
of chele opinions>that like betr. r of che fingloform of policy in 
our: Church, than of the many C:remonies of the C':urch of Eng. 
land, &c, Icxhort-my ſon to be benefciall ro: the: good men, of 
the Miniſtry,praiſing God thatthercis preſently.a ſufficicatnum. 
ber of-goodanenof 'th:miin this Kingdom , and yer arceth:y, a1 
known tobeagainſt the form of the Engliſh:Church. Baſil. 
dor. TotheReader, And in the Aſſembly 1590 his 
Majeſty praiſed God, for that he was bornto bea King tn 
thetincereit Church in the world, &c» 

The fift is of Brightman,our own Countryman,who 
joyneth.the Churches of Helvetia, Suevia,Geneva, France, 


Holland, S< 0 1 a u », all together into one Church, 
for the Counter-payn of the Church of Ph:ladelphia, 


becauſe, ſauh hegthey-almoſt live by one andthe fame laws and 
manner of Government , as touching any mattcr of: thoment, 
Neither dath the diſtanceof placcbreak off that ſocizty which the 
Conj yning of mind:s and good will coupleth together, 
having thus joyned them into one Church, he ſubjoyn- 
cth concerning it. Loth would I bs co provoke any man to 
enyy, or to grieve him with my words, yet this I muſtſay there 
isno place, where the doArine ſound:th not more purcly, th: 
worſhip of God 1s cxerciſcd more uncorruptly : where more 
Faithfull diligence of the Paſtors doth flouriſh, or more free au1 
willing obedience is givenby the m_—_ , nor yet wherethere is 

cater reverencing of the whole Religion among all orders, 
And afterwatd, Neither doth it onely keep the doQrine of fal- 
vation free from corruption, but it doth alſo both deliver in wri- 
ting and cxcrciſe in praftice that fincere manner of government, 
whereby mcu arc made partakers of falvation,Revel.of the Apical, 


4:37. | \ | 
hy. theſe may be added. what upon the one has bo 


Tribe wake... 


ſaid by theſe of the ſcparmion. im their firſt petitioarts 
ro King Zames, infer; intheir Apologyto theDoRors.of 
Oxford, Wcawc willingandr:alyto tubſcribetathet: grounds 

of Rc ligion publithed 1a the Contedi on c> Faich madeby the 
Church of Scouand, hoping.to the nity of the fame Faith to 
be fave dby Jclus Coſt being alſo like minded for ai;d with 
orher R:formed Churches in points of greateſt moment. 
And upon the other hand, That the meetings of Mi- 
niſters for interpreting Scripture, like uata., their Preſ- 
byterics wereallowed by Arandell, Huronand: Matthew, 
three Archbiſhops in Zngland, and proved very pro- 
fitable in the Northern parts for Lame x of know- 
ledge both in Miniſters and People, © 

But all theſe and the like teſtimonies wereto the-bue 
like the ſaying of the wotnart of Sawdr/a'to her Coun- 
trey-men, till I did more fully underſtand the conſtitu- 
tion and order of that Church. Then did I believe, 
not becauſe of their teſtimonics,] but becauſe 1 did ſee 
and know. And from that which bhave fechabtd' do 
now know when have wilked and gono round about 
that Church, when I have told the' Towers thereof, 
marked well her Bulw#rks,and'confidered her pallzces, 
I'may without offence affirtythreethings: © rr 


., iſh That God hath nor deals fe hoy api 

HP would permit, I might fay, afiy;nation,-as he 

alt withithem. Whereof no.cauſc can be given 

_— his. ewn, goad pleaſure, the; ſhaweth mercy; and 

maketh his Sunne to ſhine on whom, gag wire.he-will, 

ewes of him., and"through him, and for ned 
I ; 

Secondly, that it is no maryail if that Nation ſtand 

to the defence of their Reformatian,had the.Lord been 

plcaſcd to blefſe us II rn guar 
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To. the Reader. | 
formation we would not have been ſo unwiſe as to 
make exchange of it with Prelacy, we would have 
forſaken all things rather then have forſaken it, Ic is 
more ſtrange that any ſhould have been found among it 
them at any time to ſpeak or todo againſt their own 
Church : Bur after you _ with 

our-reaſon and minde mad: a : 
_—_ ſurvey of all ſocictics chevy _ "oy I GE: 
is none more graves more dear thew |, nous 
that” which "each one of us hath £2 A neft.Cari uns 
with his Countrey ; 'Parcnts are CI / Ther prin 
dear, Children, Friends, *ymiliars ,uiliares; ſed omnes onninem 

- a0 carittater patria una 
alone taketh all. within her Bcole queanicdbbbcs —_— 
mn edi dee wo dircouli ng Petey Þ ff proeerr 

W X $ St, - 
denb ſerve her forgood  Somach Tooth 7b omen ie 
the more d:reſtable is their barba- ſeelere parriam &.n eafunditu 
ety , who have withallkinde of dalenda ecupati ſims & fue 
wickedac£> rent afimider their na» Of: L1 
tiye-Countrey ,,.and beth arc and * OO 
have been excrciſcd in overturning her from the very foundatior. 
If a Pattiote ſpoke ſo of kis Countrey, a Citizen ſo of 
his Repbblike, what ſhould the Chriſtian born, bap- 
tized, and bred iin Scorland think and ſay,if he have been 
borne there noronly to this mortzl],but to that immor- 
tall and everlaſting life: No children on carth have 
better reaſon-to lay, Wee are not aſhamed of our 
Mother, and it were to bewiſhed that the ſaying were 
retiprocally true.” 7 2010 14 
» 


Sed qunem omnia ratione animo- 


t: Thirdly, having the pattern of all the'Reformed 
Churches before us, and this example ſo neer unto us, 
what need we to'ſtsnd-amazed, as not knowing what 
[7 na errno: wehave been, oP | 
thorpro norpes To conjoyn the two.inone 
- . is burche mixturc of Iron with Clay, Am 
make 


4; aft ne.” 


To the Reader. Y: 
make the diſtemper greater. It were well for us (and 
no other well tor us can I ſce)thar laying aſide our 
high conceir of our ſelves, and the low 'cſteem of other 
reformed Churches We would reſolyeto flow how 
as they follow Chriſt, and not to deſpiſe the goveri- 
ment 4 Chriſt, becauſe they ſceme to be but Mole- 


Nec newleo p 
inſulam 
- Scorice 


yore - Foy of 
CEL 


of ave vs 


ST: 


BT nc, Nation, TE 


fellow - nd a ſcience of divine knowledge, 
niret. Bedaecdeſ. hiſt, HL willingly and wichout —— mmm 
Angl.1.5.c.23. municate the ſame to the peo 


England ; that the fas 
afterward ſhould by the Nation of the Englifþ attain oy ET 


perki@1 rule of Haglo Lk AS Mhich they, 
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"The Governement and" Order 
OF 


of} be Chr hurch of Seortnd: 


A Arr: rye not 4. Demonſtration of the 
Scotland 'i is intended, non jus {ed 


ſimply and not the roafoe of 

their fs d: The delineation therefore 

oe fo the, face « er Cie, without arti Co- 
rs ond of Lomelineſſe and beauty , 


nakedly din evo Ports, The an of ber 
Officers, the drder of ber Aſſemblies. 


rexxtorereves 
| Theficltpart | " 
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SAP 6 de the onljoary and pr 
08S ' ICEFS, ; YWuCH Are, P _ 
Dators , Elders,” a Hearenr, 
— | The Churchof Scotland hath no 
other ar this 'time,, nor 


rim 26+ 
knowledge any other: cl bln war: 
ranted by Chriſt and. his Apoſtles; extra | 
antlinag; Miniſters unto whom his will 
nga ap" 14 


and Prophets were extra 
tioaje; ir 6be, Chriſtian C 


Z 


Mioiftritios, an places, which yy 
did hold; which is« le Lſueceio bn 
eundem, T hey have proper nope to Eval 
them : yet inteſp, bf &>of their doctrine, ho- 
lineſſe of life, and ſubſtance of their Mini. 


ſery, which i is Jucceſsio in caput, all faith- 


full Paftbrs,- lawfully eaffeÞto their fandti. 
ons, are their ſucceſſors : And in this 
RR onily their firſt teformers; Ww 
fornevy vhatextraotdiniary ; bur all cheir 
full Miniſters fi nice, who have who n in 
the Word ood Do&rine, IP - plantin 

ſerving an ing of- Relipion eo the 
MReaion of # yon 3t and no other; 
are ſucceſſors tothe Apoſtles; '- 
The Off of a Biſhop cop fling'in 

ww y above z Paſtor] having 
no Warrant jn the Scriptiire,, 'as being'a 
member 'of the ng —_ of-the 


pap: : althon eo 
inthe 


GE ePag 
ery hr 


fo:the' top of his Ambirtoa © ; her 
in: 


ya indo&rine; c; worlhip,- 
clnedy the the Pope, ac 


government, \4phich j fincerhe 
Fo to work. is T&- 


obtruded 


by his authority is 


Ly 
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obtraded upon the Church, - they conceive 
"to bE' His) and as'# curſed tree, which 4- 
monyſt them hath brought forth no better 
fruits, then hereſie, 'and errorsjindodtrine, 
idolatry 'and ſuperſtition in worſhip,  Ty- 
ranny arid perſecution in-Government, and 
leudneſſe, and p_ of life both in Pa- 
| ſtors and People; They have abjured and 
Temtovedout of their Church,together with 
all the branches of that Hierarchy, and all 
the offices, titles, dignities, and courts de- 
pending thereupon as may be ſeen in their 
confelſsion of faith; Books of diſcipline,and 
as of aſſemblies of old, and of late. 

In the beginning of their reformation 
they had no conſtitute Presbyteries , nor 
ſuch provincial and generall aſſemblies as 
they had afterward , and upon the other 
part they had ſuperincendents , 'wwifiters of 
certain parts of 'cbe (ſountrey, and Commiſsio- 
ners for Provinces : But they who deſire to 
know the conſtitution and condition-of 
that Church, muſt diſtinguiſh berween her 
infancy, -and her riperage, between her de. 
fires, deſignes, and endevours, and her at- 
tainments, proceedings and PE 

JJ 4 4 
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forhoww li th ef: 
fig be. whit h pan the 


_—__ 
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, 1 Nee creaed 
gad. - And 9h. . ſooner was this 
þwught 19. polle, Bur f lope Fae 
Augie. thavkinde,w Wa. 2+ Laos 
of neceſſary ule in vilting the 
in: agbaſeg of Ohprebes, wer 
 - » arg 
. The Oburch of Scoclayd bath = dil 
quieted-and: much. woubled rig Epilco- 
'pac Gacetlic boginawgy andar.laft by. the 
ambition of yain men, by the, power oe 
working of civill authoriy,, and by the 
corrups: aſſemblies of Migiltcrs, | 

ing: and w4s-in end nailed. to GEL ap 
beight, and did become a mountain. And 
yet the calficeef a Biſhop was never ra 
Jn rear oor atom meMi Th, 
whoinr wWere.c 
kd Biſhops, ri] by _— own uſurpation 
and the flaviſh diſpoſition of rheix broren, 
obtained forme degree and 'ppwer over 
them. They did come-into England, and, 
vrichout the conſeat or knowledge of he 


— 


6h, Fe nedoph ration, and. retur- 
Ry conſeetatcothe « ke he 


ti | 

"EN 1; m ir "PEN | | 

9] ro relies to” etiterir 
ab b aſticalf wichour * 
inyard calling from God, wh only ae 

erat Me j 6 Kh and del res of 
heart, whe: hes they : earthly or heavenly, 
whether they be {cr upon the glory of God? 
apd aliing of the Church, or upon-t "the 
means life; . Soars there none here. 
60 ate without the 3 appeobation and 


*ment of men according ta the rules 
D e Word, and che. nar, orgerof the 


We outward calling of the Officers of 
foes dath conſiſtin Ele&ion ang Or- 


dingtion after due triall and nah pe” - 


their e1n reljg 

of life: Fox the better. ell hoe Lge: 

order of the Slang of their Migi ters, i op 

Eng EE f the mm 

| in cy. QI the1r Cod G 

or greater Prc rene he Trans 0 
ivi- 


6 
Divinity, whereof ſome, if they have op- 
Dortunity of their Studies , do make their 'a- 
e within the bounds of the Presbytery, 
and attend the meetings thereof : Others, 
who are the greater part,Rtay at the Univer. 
fitics, and in the time. of vacation' come 
home and wait upon the Presbytery, - 
: The abilities of both the one fort and the 
other, are tryed in private , before the Pres- 
bytery, and how ſoon they are foundfic to 
come in publike , they enrer upon the ex- 
erciſe or prophecy with' the Miniſters of 
the Presbytery , atid at ſormetinics are em- 
ployed and allowed to preach before the 
prope : By which mean their gifts and abi- 
ities are known to the people,as their man- 
ners are manifeſt by their converſing a- 
mongt them. | 
| Outof the'number of theſe Propoſants, 
or (as they call them) ExpeFames, the Paſtor 
is nominated to the vacant place by the EL 
derſhip, and by.the Miniſter;ifany be,with 
the conſent and good liking of the people, 
and if they.can pitch,upon none within che 
bounds of their ovwvn In 09" they have 
their liberty'to maketheir choice of an Ex- 
Y pefant 
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peant of good eſteem: and repore in ſome 
other het Propuery.. 
"The Perſon thus knover and nomiciated, 
is by: the particular Elderſhip, named to the 
greater Presbytery, where he is examined 
of his5kill.in the: Languages, Latine, Greek, 
and Hebrew, in his interpreting of Scripture, 
in the controverſies of Religion, in his gift 
of exhortation , inthe holy and Eccleſiafti- 
call Hiſtory and Chronologic; Andfirft; of 
all, Of his life and manner of converſation; 
whereinif he be found vitious or ſcandal: 
ous he is not tobe admitted to: any other 
examination; Being i thus examined J/aind 
found qualified for that charge; heis ſent ro 
the vacant place, [that the people hearing 
him;may have che greater aegoes! of his 
gifts'for Likiradon,” i 20 f, 

Aﬀer the people have heard him fore 
Miniſter ofithe- Presbytery /is appointed to 
preach ro that people of the neceffity-of;the 
 Miniſtery,oftheexcellency of a faithfull Mi- 

niſter, of the qualities of a Miniſter, and of 
the obedierice due ro'the Goſpel, orof ſome 
luck Theme And at the-ſametime a pub- 


like Edi is ſerved, That if any perſon or 
perſons, 
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ans, have any thing t6objectagainſt the 
iterature, doctrine, or life of, luck a man, 
voby he may not bea profitable Miniſter of 
fach a Pariſh, They ſhall appear before the 
Presbytery in ſuch a place , arid at ſuch a 
time, that their objeRtions may betryed and 

diſcuſſed. | - 

Upon the-day appointed;the Door-keep- 
er.of the Presbyterian mecting , doth call 
three ſeverall times, if there be anyxo objx&t 

ainſt the-Perſon nominated, and if any 
ing be allcadged againſt him by any of 
_ articular raj: _ I 
is known, it is and Equally,ponder- 
ed by the Presbytery , and if. be found to 
Y ayer weight, orthe caſe be doubrfull, 
e ordinationis ſwipendedtilla more per- 
fe& triall,Otherwileifthere be nothing bur 
filence, they uſers procced;. ,_-* - 
..'So that no man. is here; obtruded;upqn 
ehe pg againſt their! open or tacitecon- 
ſeheahd approbation;dt withour the yoices 
of the particular Elderſhip with whom he 
ito ſerve inthe Midiſtory. Bur if the per- 
ſoiv nominated be-a Paſtbr of ſome vther 
flock, and-his faichfulrieſfſe known in his 


former 


m_—_—y 


ji 
former charge,this proceſſeis ſpared and his 
tranſlation more ſpeedily expede,if there be 
no impedimeats of another kinds. 

Upon the day appointed for accompliſh. 
ing his clefion, and for -his ordination, 
which is in due time made knovwn to the 
Congregation,and agreed upon with them, 
a Faſt is ordained tq be kept, with more 
than ordinary ſupplication for the affiſtance 
and bleffing of God, in a work of ſo great 
concernment: And oneof the Paſtors of the 
Presbytery is appointed to preach to thar 
peopleof the mutuall duties of Paſtor and 
people, All which being done, the party, 
(who , during the time of the exerciſe of 
- publike worſhip,hath been fitting ina con- 

ſpicuous place before the Pulpir, accompa- 
nied with the Elders, and ſome Miniſters 
of the Presbytery) is called up,and demand- 
ed concerning his willingnefle and defire to 
ſervethe Lord )J = sus, for the good of that 

cople; with other queſtions of that kinde; 
and the people alſo are demanded, whether 
they will receive him fortheir Paſtor , and 
ſubmit themſelves unto his Miniſtery in the 


Lord. Both having declared theit readi- 
C neſle 


IO 


neſſe and mutuall conſent, The Miniſter 
cometh fromthe Pulpit, and with ſo many 
of the Miniſters preſcnt,as may convenient- 
ly come neer, lay their hands upon his head, 
and inthe Nameof Je s us do appoint him 
to be the Paſtor of that people, praying that 
from Jesus CyuRIST, = is at the 
right hand of che Father, and giveth gifts un- 
to men, he may finde the demonſtration of 
the Spirit, and the power and bleſſing of 
G o Din his Miniſtery,, tothe comfort of 
that people Therafter the whole Elderſhip 
give untohim cheright hand of fellowſhip. 
And laſt of all, the Miniſter goeth tothe 
Pulpit, and concludeth the = ation 
with pertinent thankſgiving and prayers, a 
Pſalm is ſung , and the Aſſembly diflolved + 
with the blefiing, 

By this ic may appear that Paſtors or Pres- 
byters are not there admitted at large, with- 
out alsignation to a particular flock, like 
Maſters of Art,or Doctors of Phyſick. They 
conceive it to be as prepoſterous for Ordi- 
nation to go before the Eleftion of Mini- 
ſers in the Church, as it is firſt to Crovvn a 
King, or [nſtall a Magiſtrate, and thereafter 

to 
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cochooſe him:next inthe ordination of their 
Miniſters they uſe none of the ridiculous 
toyes, and apiſh conceits of Popery ; bur, 
according to the ſimplicity of the Apoſtoli- 
call and ancient Church,content themſelves 
with Faſting , Prayer, and Impolition of 
hands; Prayer , to bring down a blefsing 
upon the perſon on whoſe head the hands 
are laid, and Faſting, to makethe prayer to 
aſcend the more fervently. 

T his liberty of Eleftion is in part prejudg- 
ed & hindred by Patronages and Preſentati- 
ons which are ftill in uſe there, not by the 
rules of their diſcipliae, but by toleration of 
that w® they cannot amend, in the mean 
time procuring, that inthe caſe of preſcnta- 
tions by Patrons,the examination anderyall 
by the Presbytery,js ſtill the ſame. The Con- 
gregation, where he who is preſented is to 
ſerve, is called, if they have ought to obj: 
againſt his DoQtrine or life, after they have 
heard him,or that their conſent may be had, 
And if he be found Reus ambitus,or to nave 
gone abuur to procure a preſentation, he is 
repelled, & declared incapable of that place. 

No Paſtor may tbrult himſclf upon a 
C'Y flock, 
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flock, nor after his entry,deſert his charge,or 
remove himſelf co another Congregation at 
his own pleaſure. The Deſerters, if any be, 
are appointed tobe admoniſhed,and in caſe 
of obflinacy, to be excommunicated, If a 
Miniſter , upon lawfull and urgent cauſe;, 
defire to remove from oneCongrezation to 
another,or if a Miniſter be called to another 
Congregation, for which he is more fit, or 
be called forth upon grave confiderations 
for ſome publike employment , tending to 
the common benefit of the Church ; This is 
not done by private tranſaction, and parti- 
cular agreement of Miniſters and Congre- 
gations, but by the wifedom and authority 
of ' the Presbyteries or Aſſemblies of the 
Church ; Nor is it done by them, but up6n 
ſuch reaſons as ſhould moye that Church, 
. wherein for the preſent he miniſtreth , to 
give her conſent : for whoſe ſupply allo, ei- 
ther a convenientcourſe is preſentlytaken,or 
the way of ſupply is ſeen to be eafie. 

The Minifter thus removed from one 
Church to another, receiveth no new ordi- 
nation, but by vertue of his firſt ordination 


he ſerveth in the place, unto which he is 
called 


'3 
called and eleRed : Only at his admiſſion 
one of the Presbytery, whois appointed to 
preach of the duty of Paſtors and people, 
andto pray for a bieffing, recommendeth 
him cothe Congregation, who have before 
declaredtheir willingnefle and defire to re- 
ceive him, andthe Congregation to his care 
and fideliry, And the Paſtor, if any be, to- 
gether with the Elders, with whom he fit. 
teth beforethe Pulpit,take him by the hand. 
Paſtors and Miniſters of the Wotd, 
through old age, ſickneſle, or other infirmi- 
tic being diſabled ro bear the weight, and 
diſcharge the duty of their Paftorall charge, 
Do notwithſtanding ſtill retain'the honour 
of their office, and comfort of maintenance 
during their lifetime, And they performing 
what they are ableinteaching,oovernmen 
viſitation and catechifing, _ arejoyne 
with them by the Presbytery , and with 
theconſent of the people to be their fellow 
labourers, and to undergothe main charge. 
The ſame courſe of eleftion and admith. 
on for ſubſtance, and in form accordingro 
the nature of their office, is obſerved in the 


calling of other Officers, as Ruling Elders, 
C 3 and 
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and Deacons ; Atthe beginning, and where 
there be none, the Paſtor, with the graveſt, 
holieſt, and thoſe of the ſoundeſt judge- 
meat, and b:t affetion to Religion, do 
chooſe them wich the conſeat of the reſt of 
the people. And where particular Elcr- 
ſhips are already conſtitute, the Paſtor and 
the Elders who arenow in office,do Bok 
ſuch as are to ſucceed thoſe who are remo- 
ved by death, or any other way, or by vicil- 
ſitude are to relieve ſuch as are now in 
place; And that theeleftion of one or moe 
at firſt, or afterward may proceed with the 
conſent of the people, their names are pub- 
liſhed and made known tothe congregati- 
on by the Paſtors, that if ought may be ob- 
jeed again? any of them , why they may 
not be received tothe office of an Elder or 
Deecon, it may beexamined, and, if it be 
found important, others may be choſen. 
When the day of their admiſſion cometh, 
thePaſtor having fram'd his do&rine tothe 

urpoſe, calleth them up, and remembring 
255 them of their duty intheir charge, and 
the people of their ſubmitting themſelves 
unto them, they ar . ſolemnly received with 


= lifced 
« 
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lifted up hands; giving their promiſes to be 
bal, 1. 
ITI, The diſcharge of their duties in par- 
ticular, an forſ of the Paſtor. 7 
1. The order kept" in Preaching, "© 

T* He Paftor is bound to teach the Word of 

God «in-ſeaſon and' out of ſeafori ; and: 
beſide all occaſionall , and week day Ser:' 
mons, whict-in Cities and Tovynes uſe to 
be ar leaſt ewo' dayes every- week, The 
Co p - rg doth aſſemble twice 6n rhe 
Lords day, and for this end notice is given 
ef the time by che ſound of a Bell. When ſo 
many of- all forts, men and women, 'ma- 
ſters and ſervants, - young and old, asſhall 
meet together, arc aſſembled, The publike 
worſhip beginneth with prayer, and read- 
ing ſome portion of holy Scripture both of 
the Old and New Teſtament, which the 
people hear with attention and reverence, 
and after reading,the whole Congregation 
joyneth in ſinging ſome P/alm, This read- 
ing and ſinging do continyetill the Preach. 
ing begin ; At which time the Miniſter: 
having prefaced alittle for quickening and 
lifriog 
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lifang up the hearts of the people, firſtma. 
keth a prayer for remiſhon of fin, SanRifi. 
cation, and all things needfull, joyning alſp 
confeffion of ſins, and thankſgiving, with 
ſpeciall r&lation't9 the hearers, After which, 
in the forenoon is'another'P/alm, and after 
the Þ/alm: a prayer for a bleſſing upon the 
preaching of the Word, His Textis ordina- 
rily ſome part of that Book of Canonicall 


Scripture, which in his judgement hecon- 


ceiveth to be fitteſt for the times, and the 
condition of his flack. The Doarine de- 
duced,is explained and confirmed by Scrip- 
ture, and fitly, and faithfully applyed, allia 
ſuch methode, manner, and expreſſion as 
may moſt cdifie the hearers. | 

{After Sermon hepraiſeth God, and pray- 
eth again for ablcſsing, joyning earneſt peri- 
tions for the Church Vniverſall, and for the 


coming of the Singoom of Chriſt, for all 


the afflicted Churches, for the Churches in 
bis M%*-Dominions, for theChurch of Scet- 


land, Miniſtery and People, for theKing,the 


Queen, the Prince, and their whole Royall 
Progeny, for all the members of that parti- 
cular Congregation , as well abſent in their 

| : lawfull 
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<a as uCenwnc — SS. 


$o- 40... ind... Ad St 


nc EioGwnrc:ac: - 
«4 


r7 
lawfull affairs as preſent, for all that are affli. 
ted among them in body, minde or means. 
The prayer ended, a P/alm is ſung, and the 
people diſmiſſed with a bleſſhng, 

Inthe afternoon'cither the ſame order in all 
things almoſt, is followedin performing the 
parts of publike worſhip, or ſome part of the 
Catechilme is expounded, and thereafter ſo 
much rinte as may be'ſpared-is beſtowed in 


-Carechtig fome part of the Pariſh warned 


particuilafly to attend, | 

Beſide the publike means they have other 
three helps for edification, one is an ordinary 
courſe of Carechiſing an ſuth dayes of the 
week, as arejudpged to befirteſt by the Paſtor, 
and Elderſhip. Another is the viſitation of 
families by the Paſtors, and the Elders cach 
one int his own quarter, for trying the man. 
ners of the people; - whether they walk wor- 
thy of the Goſpel, for ſetting, and holding up 
religious exerciſe in families. And that the 
Paſtor from' his particular knovvledye of che 
flock committed to him, may apply his do- 
Arine, and pray the morepertineatly in pub- 
like Thethird is, Examination of allſsrrsof 
perſons, who are not known to have ſome 


good meaſure of knowledge,” before the 
| Com- 
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Communion; All theſe parts ofthe Miojſtery 
ja -publike and private are performed more 
diligently, or negligent according to the 
faithfulneſle or wn tichfalneſle of the Mini- 
\ ter, who hatb-according to his work, his 
praiſe., or cenſute at the viſitation of the 
Church, by the greater Preabytery, 

No Miniſter there, is ſuffered tro beanon- 
refident.; -or. to-have the. charge; of more 
Churches ; :Bur if two ſmal},contiguous P3- 
riſhes be united by the aſſembly, ro make up 
acomperent congregation, he Preachech ſome- 
time inthe one, and ſometime in the other 
Church, as the-peaple do.deltre, and the EL 
derſhip doth direR. 

2, Theorder of Bapti/me, | 

N@ other but the Paſtor, who preacheth 
* *the Word hath the power of the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments;And concerning Bap- 
__ a = pay to be onenge before lome 
ay of the publike mectivg of. the Congrega. 
$10n, nor delayed after, but up@n nec ary im. 
——— , and is never miniſtred in private 
oules, Notice is given thereof jo due time to 
the Paſtor,aod that by che Father of the child, 
1f he be not. juſtly hindered,that a word may 

be ſpoken to him in ſeaſon, | 
After 
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After Sermon on the week dayes, and after 
Sermon in the afternoon, on the Lords day, 
The Paſtor remaining in the ſame place, 
where he hath Preached, and having water in 
a large Baſin provided, with a faic Linnea- 
cloth, in a convenient place, andin a decefit 
manner ; The Father, or in his; neceſſary ab- 
ſence, ſome other man, who is reputed godly, 
preſenteth the child to be Baptized. 

The ationis begun with a ſhort and per- 
tinent prayer,next, ſome words of inſtruction 
couching the Author, nature, uſe, and end of . 
this Sacrament, the duties to be performed, in 
cheone time, of the perſon to be Baptized, and 
of the parent or viceparent. Thirdly, he chat 
* ., preſciſteth-the. childe,-miakethiconfcſhad” of 

the Faich, into which the childe is to be Bap- 
tized, and promilſcth to bring up the childein 
that Faith, andinthe fear of God. ; Fourthly, 
the Minifter being informed of 'the name of 
thecchilde;: Baptizeth the&ilJe fo named, by 
inkling with water , Ito .the name of the 
Father ; Son, and boly Ghoft. Laftly, the Mini- 
fter'concluderh,as welkthe publike worthip, 
for thattime, as the ation;with thankſgiving 
| for the Word, and Sacraments, and with 
prayer for a blcfling, _ with fuch Petitions, 
2 as 
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25 he nſeth at other times after Sermon,and in 


end diſmiſſeth, the Con 
blefling. 
3. The ordey of miniſtri 

or the Lords | 

He Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is 
more frequently miniſtred in ſome Con- 


T 


pregation. with the 


ng the Communion, 


gregations, then in other , according to the 
number of the Communicants,and the Profi- 
ciency of the People in the way of Chriſt,and 
in-ſome places upon one Sabbath, in other pla- 
ces upon two, or three Sabbaths, as it may be 
done moſt conveniently, which is determi- 


ned by the Miniſte 
Church. | 
Noneare admit 


r. and Elderſhip of the 
2d.rothe Lords Supp hae p* 


ſach as upon examination are found ro hiave 


a com} 


unc 


detent meaſure of knowledge in. the 
s of Chiliſtian Religion, and the tos 


@ 
Fineof the Sacraments; and are able decor- 


ding 


to the Apoltlts Commandemreritsand 


profeſſe themſelves willing, to examindthom? 
ſelves , and'to renew their Covenant made 


with God in Baptiſmes:promili 


towvalk a 


beſeemeth Chriftians ;:and raſubmirtheny 
{elves to all the Ordinances of Chriſt. :The 


ignorant, the Scandalous, the obſtinate, 


-and 
ſuch 


2 


ſuch as are under Cenſure, or publike admo- 
nition inthe way to cenſurezare not admitted; 
Neither are ſtrangers received, but upon ſuf. 
ficient teſtimony, or otherwiſe be very well 
known. 

The Sabbath day next beforethe Commu- 
nion ſhall be celebrated, publike- warning 
thereof is made by the Paſtor; and of the do- 
Etrine of preparation; to be taughtthe laſt day 
of the weeks or ar leaft roward the end of 
the week; That the; Communicanrs may be 
the better prepared, by theuſe of the means, 
both in private and pub like. 

Uponthe day of the Communion (notice 
being given after the doQtrine of preparation, 
of: the houres of meeting, which uſeth to be 
before the ordinary time obſerved other Sab- 
baths). a large Table decently covered, is fo * 
placed;:astharithe Communicants may beſt 
fitabobriir, and: thewhole) Congregation, 
maybatirthearand behold, 
1117T he Preface, prayers, and preaching of that 
G day, areall framed to the preſent matter of the 
* | © _ Sacrament, and the duties of the receivers; af- 
ter.\ Sermon immediatly the Paſtor uſeth 
an exhortation , and debarreth from the Ta- 
ble all ignorant, prophane, and-ſcandalous. 

D 3 ' perſons, 


— 
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rſons, which being done, he gocth from the 
Pulpit, and fitteth down with the people at 
the Tabic , whberethe bread ſtanding before 
him in great Baſins, fitly prepared for breaking 
and diſtribution, and the wine in large Cups 
in like manner, he firſt readeth, and ſhortly 
expoundeth the wards of Inſtitution, ſhew- 
ing the nature, uſe, and end of the Sacrament, 
andthe duties of the Communicants ; next he 
uſeth a prayer,whercin he both giveth thanks, 
cloacially for the Ineſtimable benefit of Re. 
demprtion,and for the means of the Word and 
Sacraments , particularly of this Sacrament, 
and praycth carneltly to God for his power- 
full preſence , and-<ftetuall working, to ac- 
company his own Ordinance;to the comfort 
of his = 2 now to communicate. Bs 
| The Elements thus being SanRiified/by rhe 
Word and Prayer, the MiniſterSacramearally 
—_— the __ taketh Io 7 wag 
and delivereth to the people; {ting imdecenr 
and reyerent manner about. the 'T; able; 'bur 
without difference of degrees, or acteptionsof 
ſons; theſe that ate neereſtthe Miniſter, 
aving received the bread, do divide itfrom 
hand to hand amongſt themſelves ; when the 
Miniſter deliyereth the bread, according. to 
the 


a3 
the commandment and example of Chriſt,he 
commandeth the people to take and cat, ſay- 
ing; Take ye, eat ye; this is the Body of the Lord, 
Þbich is broken for you: Do it in remembrance of 
him. ' Aﬀecr all at the Table have taken and 
eaten, the Miniſter takeththe Cup,and drink- 
iog firſt himſelf, he giveth irto the neereſt ſay. 
ing, This ( up is the New Teftament,jn the Blood 
of the Lord 7 eſus, which i ſhed for many, for the 
remiſsion of {ins drink ye all of it, for as often as 
ye do eat this Bread , and drink this Cup ; ye do 
ſhew the Lords death till be come. All this time 
the Elders, in a competent number; :and in a 
graveand.revercht manner, do attend abaur 
the Table; thar all who arcadmitted to the 
Table, may have the bread and wine in their 
own place and order of fitting , the Miniſter 
allo,:continuing in bis place; after the giving 
ef-'the|Elements,: doth either: by his\'own 
b,ftir up the Communicanes co. Spiritu- 
all meditations of faith, of the-great love of 
God in Chriſt, andof the Paſſion of Chriſt, 
and to holy affeionsef love , Joy, gadly ſor- 
row, thankfulnefſe,and whatſoevermay con, 
cern them at that time, or cauſeth be read the 
hiſtory of the Paffion, or ſome other part of 
Scripture, which may work theſame _ 
Aiter 
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Aﬀter all at the Table have received the 
Cup, they riſe from the Table, and return in a 
quiet manner, to their places , another com- 
pany.cometh tothe Table, and ſo athird and 
a fourth,till all have received inthe ſame man- 
ner as the firſt , during which time of rema- 
ving of the one, and approaching ofthe other, 
the whole Congregation ſingeth ſome part of 
a Pſalm, touching the Paſſion, or thelove and 
kindencfle of God to his people, as P/al.. 22;or 
103, &c, ha vec 

After the laſt company hath reccived, the 
Miniſter rifing from the. Table, 'goerh to the 
Pulpit, where, after a ſhort ſpeech, -tending 
to thankſgiving , be doth againe foleminely 
give thankes unto God for ſo-great/a mercy, 


© apd praycth as on other Sabbaths; 'The:prayer 


ended. all joyn in ſinging a Pfalm. ofpraiſe; 
ſutable ro the occafion,, and are: diſmiſſe$ 
with the bleſſing, before which none are ro 

depart, unleſſe ia caſe of neceſsity, | 
The Communion being: thus celebrated in 
the forenoon,the/people meet again in the af- 
ternoon, at which time,the Miniſter teacherh 
the Dodrine of thankſgiving,and cloſeth the 
pnblike and ſolemn worſhip of that day,from 
which the peopleuſe to depart,refreſhed __ 
the 
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the grace and peace of God, and ftrengthened, with 
nevy and freſh reſolutions to ſerve the Lord, 

4. The order 6 yorw faſting or bamiliation. 

C Owerimes the faſt or humiliation is of larger 
)PJextent, tobe oblerved by all the Churches in 
the Kingdome, ſometime more particular, of one 
or more Conpregations ; Sometimes the faſt is kept 
oneday only, ſometimes all thedayes of the week, 
Soraetimes on the Sabbath only, cſpecially inthe 
Countrey Churches; Sometimes upon fome day 
of the week alſo, as in Cities or Towns; They 
neither make difference of dayes for hnmiliation, 
nor do they keep any fer fafts or feaſts : all is diſpo- 
ſed and done;,according asthe occaſions, and caules 
do preſſe orrequire, as may ſerve moſt for the end 
intended,and may bet ply with the opportunities, 
and neceſhities of the Congregation. 

The Sabbath next beforethe faſt, notice iggiven 
of the Cauſes of humiliation, and of the tirnes to 
be obſerved, with carnelt cxhorration co the peo- 
ple, to prepare themſelves for afflidting their foules, 
and extraordinary humiliation. 

In many placescſpecially in Cities, Towns, and 
preater Villages, or where the people may conve- 
niently aſſemble, The day before the faſt, the do- 
arine of preparation to thefaſt,is taught exprelin 
the nature, and uſethereof, for avetting the wrath 
of God. | 

The dayes of the faft from morningtoeveninyg, 

| are 
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are keptholy untothe Lord in the nature of an Ex- 
traordinary Sabbath, wich abſtinence from meat, 
and drink, from delights and worldly labours, 
with the exerciſes of —_—_— the Law , plain 
pen interpretation, and particular applicati- 
on, deep humiliation, and renting of the heart for 
fin, large, and hearty confeſsions of fin, fervent ſup. 
plications, and carneſt ſeeking of God, by prayer 
for pardon, wich ſinging of penitentiall Pſalms , 
after which they have many times, found wonder- 
full deliverances, and extraordinary bleſſings from 
Heaven, 


5. The order of marriage. 

A though marriage be no Sacrament, nor part 

of the Worſhip of God, yetthey conceive that 
the Matrimoniall corjun&ion of Chriſtians, and 
members of the Church is moſt conveniently ſo- 
lemnized inthe faceof the Congregation, with in- 
ſtrucionout of Gods Word, of the lnſticution, uſe, 
and ends of marriage, and of the duties of married 
perſons, and with bleſsing by the Miniſter, and 
with the prayers of the Church. 

Thepartics are contracted before they be marri- 
ed, and before they be contracted , if there be any 
ſuſpicion of their ignorance, they areexamined in 
the grounds of Religion, andin their knowledge 
of the mutuall duties , which they ovve cach to o. 
ther, Notice alſo is given ofthe conſent of Parents, 
or vice-Parents, and that neither of them is contra- 
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Red beforeto any other party, nor any impediment 
from the degrees of Aﬀfinity,or Conſanguiaity pro- 
hibiced ; The contract and purpoſe of marriage is 
alſo publiſhed, three ſeverall Sabbaths before the 
ſame beſolemnized , and if there be nothing obje- 
&ed to hinder their marriage,then are they ſolemn. 
ly married, in the face of the Congregation, before 
the ending of 40 dayes from the time of the con- 
tract. 
They require for marriagethe free conſent of the 
arties come to the yeers of diſcretion, and the 
Lnowledge and conſeat of the Parents, they do not 
allow of the marriage of Infants, nor ſecret and 
clandeſtine contrats and marriages , nor do they 
uſe any idle rites or ſuperſtitious Ceremonies , in 
the time of the Solemnization. 
6, The Orderof Buriall of the dead. 
T Hough Buriall be no part of the Worſhip of 
God, nor of the work of the Miniſtry, yet they 
think meet that an honeſt and competent number 
of Chriſtians, accompany the Chrittian friends of 
the dead untothe Grave, that they may confer and 
comfort one another by the way, and to ſee the Bu- 
riall done in a grave and decent manner, remem- 
bring that ſin isthe cauſe of death, that Chriſt hath 
overcome death and the grave, and that they who 
die in the Lord,ſhall rife again to life everlaſting. 
Their Burials are without finging or —_ 
which the ſuperſticious do conceive to be profira- 
| E 2 ble, 
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ble for the dead ; without Funerall Sermons,which 
do beget ſuperſtition, and tend to flattery,make the 
Goſpel to be preached with reſpect of perſons, and 
are moſt preſled by luch as do lcalt regard Sermons 
at other times ; and without Feaſting, with affeRate 
ſhevvs of mourning, and any further pomp or Ce- 
remony, than civill differences and rei\pets do re- 
quire. 

They conceive , for many reaſons, that the pla- 
ces of the aſſembling of the people forthe Word and 
Sacraments , ought not to be places of Buriall, 
which is therefore forbidden,and,for the moſt parr, 
is forborn in that Kingdom. 

Regiſters are ordained to be kept, of the names 
and times of all that are baptized , of all that are 
matried, and all that are married. 


IV. Of Dotlors, and their Office, and of Schools. 

Tit Church of Scotland hath had no other Do- 

&ors , but Maſters and Profeſſors of Diyinity, 
in Univerfities and Colledges, of which, ſome uſe 
to be choſen to be Elders of particular Churches, 
and Commiltioners to the Nationall Aſſembly,and 
beſides theſe the Teachers of more private and pat- 
ticular Schools. 

They uſe to be examined and ttied, both in their 
learning, and life,by the Presbitery,and cheir charge 
is. not only to bring up their ſchollers in humane li- 
terature and liberall Arts,but alſo in Civil} ogy ot 

ation 
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ſation and good manners , but eſpecially in the 


Grounds of Chriftian Religion , by way of Ca- 


techilme. 

As the Do&tors of Col'edges do keep the mee- 
tings of the Presbitery,and by courſe do propheſie, 
or make the exerciſe with the Miniſters, ſo alſo do 
the maſters of private Schooles for the greater part 
of them,who therefore area part of the Seminarie 
of the publike Miniſtery, are numbred among the 
expeQants, hovv ſoon they areenabled, to enter - 5 
on the exerciſe, and ſometimes are imployed by the 
Miniſters to helpthem,in teaching and Catechiſing 
of the people. 

The Univerſities allo uſe to be viſited by Come- 
miſfioners delegated from the Nationall aſſembly, 
chat there be nothing taught by the Profeſſors and 
Doors, but what is ſound and conſonant ta the 
confeſſion of faich, and the received doctrine, and 
order of the Church, and to fee that both Maſters, 
and Schollers do their duties diligently, elpecially 
thac their be no ſcandall nor corruption of maners. 
In like maner the more private (chooles, areviſited 
by the Presbiterics, poore ſ{chollers of good ingines 
and expeRation are provided in agreat part of their 
maintenance, by places of the foundation of Col. 
ledges, which are appointed by the Founders , cr 
= Henk for that ule, and others are maintained, 
by Contribution of particular Churches within e- 
yery Presbitery,vwwhich the Paſtor or Elder bringerh 
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unto them, ſoſoone as they are choſen by the Pres- 
bitery. 


V. Of Elders and their Office. 
He Calling, Ele&tion, and admiſſion of Elders 
is before ſpoken of. The number of Elders in 
every Pariſh is not definit,bur doth vary according 
to the number,and neceſlicy of the people; In ſome 
pariſhes 6, in ſome 10, or 12, &c, 

Such are choſen to be Elders as come neereſt to 
the gifts,and qualities required, by the Apoſtle, and 
after they are choſen, are at all occaſions exhorted 
by the Paſtor to be enſamples to theflock, and to 
watch overthem faithfully, againſt all corruprions, 
in religion andlite, And as the Paſtor ſhould bee 
diligent in teaching and ſowing the ſeed, lo arethe 
Elders deſired to be carefull in ſeeing and ſecking 
the fruits in che people. 

The Elders do attend with the Paſtor in Chate- 
chiling the pres afhſt him lo viſiting the ſick, 
In admoniſhing all men of their duty , and if any 
will not heare them, they bring the diſobedient be- 
fore the Elderſhip; In cauſing theaQts of the afſem- 
blies, as well particular as generall, to. be put in 
execution ; Buta principall part of their duty is to 
joyne alwayes, with the Paſtor in the particular El. 
derſhip,and in the other aſſemblies of the Church, 
as they ſhall be called , for exerciſing of diſcipline, 
and goyerning the whole Congrezation, 

VI, 
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VI. Of the Deacons and their Office. 


Wi maner of perſons the Deacons ought to 
be,the Scripture is plain,and fuch they make 
choiſe of as are ſo qualified, ſo far as may be ; The 
forme of their cle&tion is before expreſſed. Their 
number muſt be conſidered of, according to the 
number of the poore, and the proportion of the 
Congregation,as we ſpake before, of the Elders. 

Their maine duty,is to colle&, receive, and diftri- 
bute, not onely the almes , for the poore, bur the 
whole Ecclefiaſticall goods,which are not aſſigned 
and appointed, for the maintenance of particular 
perſons, 

Theſe dutics they muſt performe , at the dl: 
cretion and by the appointment of the Paſtor, and 
Elders ; for which cauſe, and not for government, 
they are to be preſent at the ordinary mectings of 
the Elderſhip. 

The meanes for the maintenance of the poore 
are colleted,by the Deacons, the firſt day of the 
vweeke, and other dayes of the publike afſembling 
of the "_ to the worſhip of God, at the entry of 
the Church. Andif this prove not a competency, 
then do the people cither bring in their Charity, on 
luch dayes as are appointed by the Elderſhip, or are 
willing to betaxed, according as they ſhall be jadg.- 


edto be able. In ſome Cirics, and Pariſhes,where 
this 
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this order hath been carcfully obſerved , none have 
been ſuffere1 to beg,and none have lacked. * 

Their Miniſters, beſide their Gleab and Manſe, 
arc all provided to certaine, and the moſt part, to 
comperent ſtipends, which are paid either in victu- 
all or moneys,or in both: And if the charge of their 
family begrear, and their children put to Schooles 
or Colledges, they are helped, and ſupplied by the 
charity of the people, which uſeth alſo to be exten- 
ded , if need be, toward their widows and Or. 
phanes, after their deceaſe, of which the whole El- 
detſhip hath a ſpeciall care. 
 - Everypariſh almoſthath ſome ſtock for the re- 

liefe of ftrahgers,and for ſupply of the cxtraordina- 
ry neceſlitics,of their owne poore : Hoſpitalls haye 
their ovvne rents, and the publike buildings of the 
Church, are upholden, by the Patron, and the Free- 
holders of the Pariſh, unto which,if any be unwil- 
ling , he is conſtrained by Lavv to pay his propor- 
tion, 
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The Second Part. 
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I. of the Aſſemblies of the Church, agd firſt m 
Genevall. 


& O man here, were he never ſo 
ws emincrit above others, for Pt- 
v7 ty, Wildome, or Learning, 
RON fas: or.doth henever fo —_— 
NY 9) ragate authority, to himfclf, 
Sd CANS hath the rains of Church Go- 
yerament in his hands to determine, or to doe 
what ſtemeth good wr his own eyes 3 But all 
matters are advifed , determined, and jadged 
with common conſent in the meetings , and 
aſſemblies ofthe Church , which for this end 
arc of foure ſorts and degrees, which are com- 
monly called by thenames of Church feffions, 
or particular Elderfhips, or Confiſtorics;Pres- 
byterics, os Claſſes; Provinciall Synods, and 
Nationall or Generall Aﬀemblies. 
E Each 
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Each oftheſc aſſemblies, hath a Preſident 
or Modetator, who beginneth ,- and endet 
with prayer; PER mattersto be trea- 
tcd; procureth them to be debated ifnecd bee, 
in an orderly way, that all may be heard, and 
none interrupted , unleſfſe he ſpeak too much; 
gathereth the voices, which are noted by the 
Clerk ; and pronounceth the ſentence , or if 
there be an equality, remutteth itts the greater 
Presbyterie; cach ofthem hath a Clerk , or a 
Notary ; and a Regiſter of all things debated 
and done by them , eſpecially of ſuch matters 
as may be of future uſe. | 
_ None of theſcaſlemblices ; from the leaſt to 
the greateſt are'to treat of matters pertaining to 
the civill Juriſdiction and Magiſtrate , but on- 
ly of matters Spurituall andEcclefiaſticall,that 
the doQtrine and worſhip may be kept in puri- 
ty, all things be done decently, ma in order, 
in the. particular Churches, and that all the 
members of the Churches may walke wor- 
thy of the Goſpel]. | _ 
| Theleſferand inferiour aſſembly is ſubordi- 
nate tothe ſuperiour and'greater, fo that if any 
perſon , ſhall think himſelfe wronged or d1- 
ltreſſed, by the unjuſt proceeding of the infe- 
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rzour aſſembly, it is tawfull for him to ſeeſire- 
lefe of the greater, providing, it be done ini an 
humble and peaccable way , and intheright 
order,by POR to the next greater afſemt- 
bly, and fo of the reſt, if need be, taking them 
in their ſubordinationuntill either he be ſatigh- 
ed, or, which rarely commethto paſſe; hea(- 
cend unto the higheſt of all, | 

In matters difficultor ſachas belong to ſu- 
periour aſſemblies, References from the leffer 
areordinary, but nothing belonging 'to an in- 
feriour afſemblie is brought before agreater, til 
either it cannot be fetled or be diforderly done 
by them, or ſome complaint ariſe. And in that 
caſe, ſo faras may ſtand with truth and peace, 
the greater afſemblic is carefull to preſervethe 

wer and authoritie ofthe leſſer ; and there- 

ore matters belonging to inferiour aſſemblies 
are commonly remitted unto them by the 
reater, 

There, one Church were it never ſo great, 
hath not anthoritie over another , nor 151t go- 
verned by any extrinſecall power ; but all the 
particular Churches are of equall powerand 
authority, and are ruled and judged by them- 
ſelves ard their owne intrinſecall power in 
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(36) | 
alſembhcs compoſed, and conſiſting of their 
officers and commilhoness from them. | 


11, Of Particular Bldexrſhips iv Paziſhes, 


?He particularElderthip orChuech-ſſſh- 

on conkiſkth of once or nioc MingRers, 
and of Elders ſo many in aumber as.the pro- 
pottuon af the Congregation doth wequire who 
erdiiarily-do. meet oncein the woek. . | 

The Deacans are alwayes preſent with the 
Elders , not for governmeat , (but that they 
may make knownethe caſc and neceſſities of 
the poore, and may.coaſult andirecervedire- 
ton for their ſu Pp'y- 

The Miniſterof the pariſh is alwayes mode- 
rator of this Mecting, and ifthere be mae Mt- 
niſters.then one,the moderator is cither choſen 
or they doe moderate by courſe , provid:ng 
that none bee moderator while any matter 3s 
treated, which concerneth his own particular, 

The matters treated by this clderſhip, are 
fuch particulars as \concerne the worſhip of 
God in thatChurch,as,what dayes of the week 
are meeteſt for aſſembling to the publick war- 
ſhip, if it may be had & be thought necellary, 
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tex Hoare, Whiciarc vemaleaccordingto the 
length or bona ofthe day,in Eummer and 
Winter, whattimes archeeeft for publick Ca- 
techiſing, and for viſtungof.panucular fami- 
lies, how :ohen.,] andatwbattimestheLords 
Supperas moſt ſeaſonably.miniftred:all which 
arc proper forkeapung}of.order wtharChyrch, 
and .canagt be or hely:determaned _— | 
aur atſemblie; the &1ders alfo.do heredelate 
ſcandalous,perſons ; and 'bring them to pub- 
l:ck xepentance according to the forme pre- 
ſcubedin thegreater aſſemblies: Bur if " acct 
be any .doubt or difficultic, or if the offences 
and ſcandals begreatand lainous, or if the de- 
linquents adde obſtinacic and impenitenceieto 
their fault, then are they warned to appear be- 
fore thegreater Presbyteriethere to reccive or- 
der for their cenſure, -or to 'be fent home again 
to give ſatisfattion,or to make their repentance 
in their owne Church where they have given 
offence, and where the fault was committed : 
For example, a man behaving himſclfe ſcanda- 
louſlie with a woman , both unmarixd and 
{ingle perſons, 1s fuſt admoniſhed and rebu- 
ked. 1t fornication appeare, he is called before 

the 
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the. &1derſhip, brought to the ſenſe and con- * 
feſhon of hus fault (1. and ordained to'make his 
publick repentance —_—_——— order of 
the Church, and to abſtainefrom all ſcantla- 
lous behaviour afterward, But ifhe prove ob- 
Rinate»;]:hee11s converned befor® the preater 
Presbyterie, the matter is examined and either 
he promiſcth to give obedience to his owne 
Elderſhip, or in caſeof continued'obſtinacie, 
' the cenſures of the Church proceed againſt 
him. But if there bee a ſcandal] of adnlteric 
or murder, the noiſe and ſcandall whereof is 
far ſpread, and filleth all mens earesround a- 
bout, the parties are brought before the greater 
Presbyterie, and the particular Elderſhip doth 
before prepare the parties for their appearkiice 
before the Presbyterie, oy 
The ſame faults which are brought before 
the particular orgreater Presbytery in an eccle- 
Gaſficall way, arcalſo puniſhed by'the civill 

magiſtrate, and the pecuniall mul or penalt 
is given to.tke Deacons to bee kept .in the 
Churchtreaſure forthe benefit of the poore, or 

other pious uſcs, 

Nothing ufeth to bee done. by the lefſer or 
greater presbytery in ordering the publicke 
\Yorſhip 
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Worſhip, in'  ceofurmg- of -delinquents :or 
bringing them to publick repentance, but ac- 
conkagtonhs tddorderoftheChirch;:and 
with expreſle or tacite confent of the congre- 
gation, and if rhere;beany.new.emergents that 
cauſe doubting or hx{jtation;.thomatter 1gre- 
mutted to the greater aſſemblies of the Chiisch. 


111. The Order of Excommunication:: - 
Ad. 5 ety oO 


" A LL baptized perſons, when they come 
' to, age:and;\diſcretivpl |. are; ok admut- 
ted to the Lords. table, ;; bit ſuch! nelytas 
cither upon: examination ate faund:to have a 
competen mesfurc of, knowledge uxthe prin- 
ciples of Religion, dde (profeſſe that they:are 
belcevers and doc hiye lunblatneadly, lor coo 
ming fram another Congregation bring with 
them ſufficient. teſtirhoniechat theyiare ſuch; 
or are otherwiſe well knowne ane 4pprovad: 
. The Miniſter.and Elders ,uſe all moanes.in 
private and publick tobtingallochers within 
the pariſhto knowledge,fanh,and/balineſciof 
life,that they may be-fitted for theLordsTable. 
Butthis notadmiſhonagthe Communion is 
one thing,-and-cxcommunitation.of haynous 
| or 
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or obflinace offenders is another thing very 
 -In'calebtcbiiaxtieaid wilfoll immpeniter- 
cie,even when the offences are not fo'great and 
ſcandalous, they proeced toexeommunicati- 
os, bur: with great meckncſſe, Ton gfuffcring, 
and: by "luc, the niſens being'ſo 

weighty, an they deſirous to gain the ſinner 


to wn: re 

y perſon a unworthy of = 
Gofpell; or commit atly trefpaſle, he ts 
teffe the feandalbbee publike andnots a 
aduloniſhedhefticar by 6ne, next by two 
. orthncentors; . Andrh hy Ifho concemiit 
both, hewrcorotiges hooray reſeribedby 
ourSviout, Mat; 18; The mice 16) oht 
beforethe Mimifter and Elders where he is ac- 
eufſed borh of the trefpalle and of the. con- 
rempr. If he' cannoe gerbe brought'is repen. 
thnee them is the matcer in forne meaſure 
made knowine unto the Congrega gregarioh, #nd 
hee called romp the: e 
vwhereifhe ve fi rnvvof the nails vs 
remitted hls owne on. on, Bur if 
heperſiſbinhis obſtinacie, then by cheOrdi- 
nance a MEI the particular Y 
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ſhip is to proceed againſt him with theeen- 
ſurcs of the Church cven to excommuni- 
cation. 

T he matter being thus hcard knowne and 
judged, and the whole proceſſe reviſed by the 
greater presbytery, the next Sabbath without 
dclay, the treſpaſſc andorderot admonitions 
arcdeclarcd tothe Congreyarion, and the per- 
ſon without ſpecification of his name, admo- 
niſhed yet to fatisfhe 2 Which if he ſtill refuſe 
to doe, the next Sabbath his natnewirh his 
offence and cancempe , are publiſhed, if he 
yet continue obſtinate, then thenext, which 
is the third Sabbach, . is he charged publickly 
to ſatisfie for his offenceand concemperander 
the paine. of excommunication; | If ndw he 
ofter himſelfe to the particular Presbyterie, 
then do they ar the appointment of the Pres- 
byteric,give order for his publick repentance, 
the removing ofthe ſcandall , and his recon- 
cilement tothe Church , otherwiſe the Mi- 
niſter proceedeth in this ord.r. 

The Sabbath after the third publick ad- 
monition, the Miniſter with conſent of the 
E1derfhip, is to make knowne tothe Congre- 
gation that ſuch a perſon is tobe excommw- 
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(142) | 
nicated ,' warning all that have any thing to 
obje& againſt ir, that they appearethe next 
ſeſſion day : And for the preſent , thar the 
whole Cangregation powre forth their ſup- 
plications, that God would granc him repen- 
cance, and to come out of the ſnare of thede- 
vill.Ifnothing beobjected, or if none for him 
witnelieany : + racam-ny repentance, then is 
the danger of- the perſon , andthe weight of 
the ſentence laid open the next Sabbath, and 
he che. ſecondtime prayed for publickTy. If at 
1aſt;upon\the-next Sabbath therebe no ſigne 
of repentance, then ishe praied for the third 
time; and therebeing no meagetinafſiied nor 
xnedy;lefio reclaimehim 21 hi6eis ucken 
withtheterrible ſentence oftexcommunicaci; 
on, \with calling upon the Name of God to 
ratifie the ſentencean Heavet)] and thepeople 
warned to hold him asan#Heathen,” or a Pab- 
lican, and tofſhunall communion with fita, 
except-in naturall and civill duties to be (till 
performed by fach asare bound. , 1t is to bee 
underſtood ;. that where the crimes arc ſich 
that they cry to the heavens for reyenge , 
walte the conſcience, and by the law. of 
God deſerve death, and the tranſgreflor cer- 
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tainly - knowne, 'the' proceſſe may be more 
fumrhatie;& excommunication more haſtfied, 
as ot the other part of abfolition,, thetime' 
would be longer, and the triall of repentance 

more exact, | TONY 
After excommunication, he is permittedto 
come to the preaching of the Word, yer dias: 
it may appearc that he commeth as one not 
having communion with'the- church; Nei- 
ther is he debarred from private countell, in- 
ſtruftion, admonitioh, and'prayer, that in 
end his ſpirit may be ſaved. Ifafrer excommu- 
nication the Elder(hip' findethe ſ1gnes of re- 
pentance , as the good life and behaviour of 
the excommunicate,declaration of the griefe 
of his heart, and his humble ſubmiſſion co the 
order of the Church , inallthings charmay 
reconcile him toGod and his people, they 
ſhall with joy of hearr make it knowne co the 
Congregation bythe Miniſter,thatthey may 
alſo have joy over their brother repenting'; or 
if chey have oughtto objeEtagainſt he ruth 
of his repenrance, they may g1venoricethere- 
of at che next meeting of the Elderſhip,whe:e 
if nothing be alleaged againſt him ;- afre- he 
hath obeyd che injunctions of the Elde, ſhip 
F 2 for 


(44) 
for his further humiliation and the bettertry- 
all of his repentance, he is eicher brought be= 
fore che greater Presbyteric, asall other peni- 
rents for great Crimes, or by relation from his 
owne Elderſlup , 15 to give them ſacsfaction 
in-the ſignes of his repentance that he may be 
abſolved. 

Asall publick penitents are received,ſo is the 
excomunicate abſolved in the face of the con- 
gregat ion, before whom being brought by the 
Elders at the time appointed, he maketh free 
confeſhon of his ſinne and mourneth for it, 
cryeth to God for mercie, ſecketh to be recon- 
ciled to the Church and promuleth new obe- 
dicnce; with which all being ſatisfied and wil- 
ling to receive him into their common and 
mutuall conſolation , the Miniſter who 
preacheth for that tume pronounceth him 1 
on his repentance to bee abſolved. in t 
Name of Chzilt from his {inne, and free of the 
cenſurs of the Church, and have r'ght through 
faith to Chriſt and all his benefirs and +. x 
nances, praiſing Ciod for his grace, and pray- 
ing that be may be fully accepted to his favour, 
looſed in Heaven, and hearc the voice of joy 
and gladnef{e, 

Aftcr 
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Aker the ſentence of abſolution, the Mini- 
ſter ſpeaketh to him as to a brother exhorting 
him to watch and pray, or comforting him if 
he have need, the Elders imbrace him, and the 
whole congregation Keepeth communion 
with him as if he had never offended, 

As the Presbyterie excommunicateth pro- 
fanc profeſſors , fo doth it alſo depoſe Preach- 
ers, if they be teachersof corrupt Doctrine, if 
their lives continue ſcandalous after admoni- 
tion , if they be bulze in renting the Church a 
ſander by ſchiſme and diviſion ; if they be gt- 
ven to blaſphenaie, profanation of the Lords 
day, {imonie, perjurie,drunkenneffe,fighting, 
orany other finne , for which , whether in re- 
ſpect of the greatneſle of the ſinne , or by rea- 
fn of the contempt and obftinacte when the 
ſinnc 1s not ſogreat , private perſons are cx- 
communicated; and although they be upon 
therr repentance abſolved from the ſentence of 
eXxcommunication, yet in ſome caſes eſpecial- 
ly, where the crime inferreth a perpetuall in- 
fame , are they never readmitted tothe Mini- 

ery, except upon the unanimous and moſt 
earneſt defire of the whole Church where they 
{crycd before, | 
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IV, Of greater Presbyteries or Claſſes, 


He Presbyterte or Clafficall meeting 
doth conſiſt of particular neighbouring 
Churches in fuch a circuite as may'conveni- 
ently meet together, to thenumberof ten, ſix- 
teenc,twentic,or ſo many as the vicinitic of the 
places, and pariſhes may well accommodate, 
It is ſuppoſed that the whole particular E1- 
derſhips cannot well aſſemble in one place or- 
dinarily, neither 1s it neceſ[arie, There be there- 
fore belide the Miniſter PEER of the 
Congregation who are ſuppoſed to be perpe- 
ncaa of the "ir" STY ſome FX: Ge i 
ciallinote choſen out of the Elders & by them, 
who receiving from them commiſſion' 'ma 
repreſent the whole ; from each particular El- 
dcrſhip , one of the Elders with the Miniſter 
or Miniſters repaireth to the place of mecting: 
ſo that the members of this Presbyteriall 
meeting are all the Mini{ters within theCir- 
cuit, and one Elder delegated from each pAr- 
ticular Elderſhip. 
None of the Miniſters are permitted to be 
abſent, unleſle they be detain. d by neceſlaric 
impediments 
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impedimetits or exttaorditiarie imployments; 
And therefore:the day ofthe mecting of the 
Presbyterie. may nop be deftinatetoordinatic 
aubing? Nor are theyto Waitthat dayup- 
on folemnining of mariages.: The names -are 
called/by the Cherk, and theabfentsare noted 
and examaned-the nextidayuponthereatons 
of their abſence; and ifanyhappentoabſent 
themſclves' many - dayes: without reafonable 
cauſes, theylare Jetapart and cenfured as guil- 
tic of 'the COfitempt orneghect of the'otder of 
the Church: - But.the Elders are not ſo ftrict- 
lie tied to ordinarie attendance ; but if there be 
any raatter of great weight to be handled,they 
are all, warned to be preſent : And if hee who 
was formerly, Commuſſioner may not affiſt, a- 
nother Commuthoner in his place may bee 
choſen by the ZIderſhip. 

It is permitted to the expectants having en- 
tered before upon the publick exerciſe or pro= 
pheſie to fitby the Miniſters and Elders in the 
meeting of the Presbyterie, and to givetheir 
judgement of the doCtrine , but they have no 
voice when matters of doctrine or diſcipline 
are debated. And in the handling of ſome.mar- 
ters Which are thought fit to be. concealed and 

Es kept 
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kept ſecret, till they be by common conſent 
publiſhed, chey uſe to be removed. 

Becauſc the wholediſciplinein a manner is 

in. the hands of the Presbyteric, they are to 
mcectonce a week or fortnight upon a certaine 
day,and ina certain placc,butin ſome places, 
through the length and deepnefle of the way 
in winter, they do-not meet ſoften, 
' The dubjet and matters treated in the Preſ- 
bytery are all_the Ecclchiaſticall matters of 
weight, which concern the particular Church- 
estherc repreſented, as the examination , or- 
dination, fuſpenſion, and depoſition of Mini- 
Rers.; ſcandals of Miniſters in dodrine, life, 
or any partoftheir calling ; the decerning of 
excommunication, references, and appellati- 
ons from particular Zlderſhips,and the amen- 
ding of any thing thathath beene negligently 
or weakly done by them ; the anſwering alſo 
of queſtions and requeſts from other Presby- 
terics, Churches,or perſons,or ſending ofCom- 
miſhoners in ſome caſes to other Churches or 
Presbyteries , whether to-admoniſh or adviſe 
them, or ro ſeek counſell from them , but fo 
that they have no autho- ity wrhout the l;mi:$ 
of their own conſociation. 


The 
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The Miniſters and Blders who are Com- 
miſlioners, together with the expeRants and. 
others who are pleaſed to bepreſent , meeting 
in the place, and at the day and houre appoin- 
ted , which uſeth to be one halfe houre after 
nine a clock in the forenoone, whereof warn- 
ing isgiven bythe ſound of a bell,” that fo all 
the .” of that day (unleſſe there be ſome- 
whatcXxtraordinary to hold them longer)ma 
bee exped againſt mid-day , doe begin wit 
prayer, and ptdceed to the textuall interpre- 
tation of Scripture, whichis done by the Mi- 
niſters, each one in his own place by courſe,or 
by the expectants, whoſenames are ſet forth in 
a table, or written) in the Regiſter of the Pres- 
byterie for that end;after the firſt ſpeaker, ſome 
other who followeth in order, and is alſo ap- 

inted by the Presbyterie the day before, 
'% aketh in the ſecond place, colleing ſome 

octrines one or moe upon the text expoun- 
ded and ſhewing the aſe thereof, The ' pare 
ſpeaker having ended about eleven a clock,the 
exerciſe is cloſed with thankſgiving by him 
who ſpake firſt. The matter of cach dayes ex- 
erciſe 1s fome portion of that particular book 


G of 


——— — — —— 


(350) 
of the Old or New Teſtament agreed upon in 

the Presbyteriezonceevery.moneth ſome com- 

mon place;or conttoverſitzis handled;; unto: 
which the exerciſe giveth place for that day. 

T he ground is read in Scripture; the ſtate of 
the queſizon' pro d, thearguments for: 
the ruth ,preſicdgd vindicated:fromthe So- 

phiſtication of the adverſaries ; !but theargu- 

ments contra are'left to bee ipropaned in the 

Presbyteriall meeting by futirMiniſters as arc 

jc by the Moderator todrſputeupon the 
propoſitions, or Theſes exhibit,theday ofthe 
mecting next before, by the contraverfar, and 
are propugned by him , the Moderator being 
preſes of the diſputation. That the Presbyte- 
rie may gothorow all the controverſies , they 
have alſo a table wherein they are all digeſted 
in order , fo that each miniſter orexpectant 
knoweth a moneth before what 1s next to be 
treated. 

Theexerciſeor common head of controver- 
ſie ended in publick, the people depart , and 
the Miniſters and E1ders with others, who are 
permitted to bee preſent , goe to the private 
place of their meeting, where all being ſet in 
order, 
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order, and the Moderator having begun with 
prayer , the doQtrine delivered in publick is 
examined,and each one of the Presbyteric and 
ex pectants, cither approveth,or in Fr 0 and 
ſoberneſle of ſpiric, propoundeth his doubt a- 
gainſt any point ſpoken of, which being done, 
the ſpeakers for that day arecalled upon (they 
being apart at this time) their interpretation 
and doetrine approved, and they encouraged 
or (if there he cauſe) they are ina brotherly 
manner admoniſhed. The doarine cenſured 
(for this they call the cenſure of the doqrine.) 
The matters before mentioned tobe the ſubject 
ofthe Presbyteriall jurisdi&tion,are propoun=- 
ded, modeſtly debated, and either concluded, 
o: taken to further deliberatior, orremitted to 
the Synod ,and ſothe meeting concluded with. 
yu_e The Moderator either continueth 1n 
is place betweent one ProvinCiall Synod and 
another, or for a ſhorter time, butthey think ut 
not fit to change the Moderator at every 
meeting, | 
The Presbyteries alſo do viſit the ſeverall 
Churches within their bounds,cither by hold- 
ing their full mcetings at the Churches, or by 
G 2 ſending 
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ſending their commiſſioners thither, that they 
may ſce how the ordinances of Chriſt arc uſed 
and obcyed, by the Miniſter, Elderſhip, and 
all the congregation, and that if any + 66 be 
amille, it may be reRified. 


V, Of Provmcaall Syneds, 


"THe whole Kingdome is by the wiſdome 

L of the Gencrall aſſemblic, ſo divided in 
Provinces, as the Miniſters and Elders may, 
for vicinity of place, beſt mect in Provincaall 
Synods, without reſpect to Epiſcopall Dio- 
ceſes, the particular Churches whereof arc fo 
far caſt a ſundcr in Scot/andthat they cannot 


conveniently joyne in provinciall Synods, 

The provinciall Synode is of the ſame con- 
Ritution with the Presbyrterte, and doth con- 
fiſt of all the Miniſters, and one Elder having 
commilhon, as before, from each particular 
Church within the province. 

It meeteth ordinarily twice a yeare, butthe 
| hace &thetime ofthe mecting are choſen ac- 
cording to the conveniencie of the Churches 
ofthe province,and as the cxigence of their af- 

faucs 
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faires doth require, The Moderator of the for- 
mer Synod, opencth the Synod with a Ser- 
mona, fit for ſuchan aſſembly ; and after Ser- 
mon ſetting himſelfe downe in his place, with 
the clerk of the Synod ( who forthe moſt part 
is one of the Miniſters choſen-by plurality of 
voices) beginneth with prayer , cauſcth the 
names of Fe Munſters tobe read , who not 
only anſwer for their owne preſence (the ab- 
ſent beitg noted) butalſo'giveupthenames of 
the Commiſhoners from the ſeverall Church- 
es, which are written, down by the Clerk, and 
their commiſſhons alſo read, ifneed be, and 
proccedcth to the chooſing of a new mode- 
rator. | 

The Moderator is thus choſen. A liſt is made 
by the former moderator of foure or fiveof the 
ableſt men for wiſdome, authority and dexte- 
rity for ſuch an employment which is appro- 
ved by the conſent ofthe Synod. And Ty 
member of the Synod be pleaſed toaddeany 
other ſo qualified to the lik » hisnameis joy- 
ned with the former, and out of this liſt the 
Moderator 1s choſen by the ſuffrages of the Mi- 
niſters and E1ders, and ſet in the place of the 
former Moderator. The 
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The ctiew Moderator fi(t of all calleth for 
the Regiſters of the ſeyerall Presbyteries, and 
putteth them in the hands ofthe Miniſters of 
other diffetent Presbyteries to bereviſed and 
examined, That by the Records it may bee 
knowne how they have kept'order, and per- 
formed what hath beene recommended unto 
them by the preceeding Synods. And what 
and how matters wa x, treated by them at 
every ſeſſion, that they may be cenſured or al- 
lowcd, which upon the report of the reviſers 
1s accordingly ; 2 inthe = of the Synod, 

If there be any references fromthe Synode 
before,they are firſt debated and determined, 
and thereafter new matters are brought into 
deliberation. What was obſcure or difficult 
for the Presbyteties, or might concerne them 
all in common, is here reſolved and ordered, 
what hath beene done amiſle is redreſled And 
if any difficulticariſe which dothnot fall un- 
der ſome Church conſtitution, it is referred to 
the nationall aſlemblie. 12/00) 

Before the afſemblie be deſolved, each Preſ- 
byteric 1s ſet a part by courſe and enquiric 
made from thereſt , if there bee any knowne 

ſcandall, 


(55) 
ſcandall, fault, or negligence amongſt them, 
That it may bein a brotherly manner cenſured, 
like as upon the- day of the meeting of the 
Presþytcrie next going before the Synod ; all 
the members of the Presbyteric ſuffer the like 
inquurieceachonea partby all the reſt. 

As the Moderator beginneth and endeth 
everic ſeſſion bctore and after noon with pray- 
cr,ſo doth he ſomewhat more folemnlic cloſe 
theSynod with ſome pithicand pertinent ex- 
hortation, and heartie thankſgiving and prai- 
Er unto God. 

All matters, where theſe Synodsarcordiga- 
rily kept , are, with ſuch diligence: exged 
That the Minilters(none of ther@-having above 
a ſhort dates journey, and Tueſday being uſu- 
ally the firſt day,of their meeting) may return 
to their charge againſt the Lords. day, having 
noticeoftheday andplace of the next follow- 
ing Synod, and carrying withthem ſuch acts 
as are nccef[aric that they may be made known 
to their particular Elderſhipsand congregati- 
ons. And thanks may be given in every Con- 
gregation for the good proceedings of the Sy- 


- 


nod , and for the libertic of the Churches. 
| T heſe 
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"Theſe Synods are not alwaies held at one 
time, and therefore if there be cauſe, ſome 
Commuſſioners are ſent from one Synod to a- 
nother., for their judgement and advice in 
matters of difficultie, which is reported at the 
following Synod for their further reſolution, 
and that fo farre as ispoſſible there may bee a 
conformutie in all things. 


VI. Of Nationall Synods or Generall Afſem- 
blies., 


He nationall afſemblie meeteth once in 
| the yearc, and the time of the following 
aſſembly agreed upon before the rifing of the 
former, or oftnerpro re nata, Concerning which 
ſome Minifters have commiſhon and war- 
rant from the aſſemblieto give timely adyer- 
tiſement to the Presbyterics for chooſing and 
ſending their Commiſſoners, 

This great aſſemblic uſeth to bee honoured 
with the Kings Majcſtics preſente either in his 
royall Perſon, orby his High Commiſſioner, 
who doth all the parts of a Supreame Civill 
Preſident, In a peaccable ordering of the 
whole 
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whole - proccedings of fo frequentand holy a 
meceting,thatall mens reaſons and voices may 
be herd , and in acquainting himſelfe with 
the grounds of every conſtitution that ſhall 
be agrced Upon, that by his' Princelyauthori- 
tie they .may be obſerved,and Fneed require 
the ſanction of the Civill Law may beadded, 
for which end alſo certaine Commiſſioners 
from theaſſemblic are ſent to attend the Par- 
lament; -, 

It doth Confilt of Commiſſioners fromthe 
Presbyteries or Claſſes , three Miniſters and 
one;E1d r from each Presbyterie, who are 
choſeg bythe voices of the Miniſters and EI- 
ders ſent from zhe parccular Elderſhips, and 
ofone Commiſſioner fromthe Church ſeſſion 
of, evsry. 19pall Burgh,,, that. there may; bee 
ſome, proportion andequalitic. Orhers alſo 
ae perxmuted although-notto voice, yerto 


heare, propound, and debate, provided that 


they firſt obtaine leave bf the Moderator : and 

that it may appearto be done antmo edificand!, 

non tentandi, | 

. The firſt day of the aſſemblic is kept with 

aſolemne faſt and humiliation, wherein the 
H whole 
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whole Citie or Towne, which is the Scat of 
the aſſemblie, uſcth co joyne with-powerfull 
preaching and earneſt praiers from morning 
cill night. 

The particular Churchcsalſorhroughoutthe 
Kingdome , 'hpon ihe daics of their publick 
meeting, pray toGod for his direction, aſſiſt- 
ance, and bleſſing unto the aſlemblic , char 
they may bee led into all truth, and all the 
Churches be refreſhed with the ſwect fruics 
thereof. | 

The next day the Moderator of the prece- 
ding aſſcmblic beginneth with praier, cauſeih 
the Clerk call the Presbyteries , and cake up 
the names of the Commiſſioners, Miniſters, 
and Elders, who give in their Commiſſions, 
which being read, examined, and allowed, 
they proceed to the chuling of a new Modeta- 
ror , keeping the: ſame order which is ſet 
downe before in chooſing the Moderator of 
the Provinciall Synod. 

The new Moderator calleth for the Re- 
cords of the Synods, and by the voices of che 
aſſcmbliechooſeth a Commurcee for peruſing 
and trying them ; a Committee for the bils, 
; complaints, 
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complaints, and. peticions tobepreſcnted to 
the aſſemblic., and ſych other -Commirtees 
as are, ordinarie for preparing of weightie 
matters for the a{ſembhe , and for cutting oft 
idle and impertinent things,that the diſpatch 
maybe tho more ſpcedieandeafic,whcn they 
ſhall be brought croopendebateand voycing ; 
all references from Synods, appellations,gric- 
vances, Complaints, petitions,arec here exami- 
ned and anlwered ; Atgand conſtitutions for 
all the Churches are agreed upon with com- 
mou Conſent, and if there be any conſiderable 
contradiction, and the. doubts and ſcruples, 
which are made be not ſatisfied , matters arc 
remitted to further deliberation till the next 
allemblie ; courſe 1s taken for planting of 
Churches , as _ Miniſters,that theGo- 
ſpell may be ſpread through the whole Nati- 
- Rulesare 5 T—_ which the inferi- 
our aſſemblies ſhall bee directed in all their 
procercings - 1] meanesuſed that the Church 
e not wronged, neither by confounding the 
. Civilland Eccleſiaſticall juriſdiction, nor by 
. the abuſing or interverting the patrimonic of 
the Church. 
H 2 The 
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The Commiſſioners of each Presbyterie dd 
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N the authoritic of theſe alemblics Paro- 


chiall, Presbyteriall, Provinciall, and Na- 
tionall, and in the ſubordination of the leſler 
unto the greater , or of more particular E1- 
dcrſhips tothe ary crand generall Elderſhip, 
doth conſiſt the externall order, ſtrength,and 
ſtedfaſtneſſe ofthe Church of Scot /and,which 
is lovely and comfortable toall fearing God, 
whether Paſtor or profeſſors, and hath beene 
very awefull and terrible , as an Armie with 
Banners,to all Papilts,to all Herericks,Schiſ- 
maticks, 


—_ 
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maticks, Hirelings, and all ung odly, erſons; 
As upon the oric Part they break not t 1 brui- 
ſcdreed no«u.pch the finoaking flax, burdo 
cheriſh and labour to, bring, to tipeacll; and 
uſe, the grains of Mulfardſced in [inccre be+ 
pines, and the ſmalleſt talent”: in Preaghers 
having 'rhe zeal&ofGod :"'S5 updn the othet 
= no ſcandall of proud ſrghers elca eth, 
enſtii©,nohere(7 cor "hte; is $ fooner pol da 
but is either' preſently fpicd qutar and 
by fomeof the inferiour aſſeriblies, or, _ it Fioke 
kept on foot and g gather ſtrength , it is qui te 
fuppreſſed: and extitigtti{hed 1g 1 pF Geral 
aſfemblic which meezteth oricein LOG year, and. 
never ſuffereth ſuch baſtard b: rths to grow to. 
be one yeare-old , which i iSa true REF maine 
Cauſe why no ſs not errours have a pp cared 
inthe reformed Church of France, an I os in the 


Churches of S cotland, & ofthe Lows - ountries, 
ſo long as they cn joyed the libertic and happi- | 
nefſe of aſlemblies, which they did no ſooner 
by the metCcic of God recover, but immediate- 
ly at their brightneſle, the miſts and mildewes 
gathered before were ſcattered andevaniſhed,, 
And as, by the order and power of the ton 


(ſem- 


blies, 
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blics, Foxes ar: taken that ;hey ſpoile not the 
Vines, and Gangrenes are prevented that they 
ſpread not againſt truth and unity , all ſorts of 
lewd and wicked men are diſcouraged and 
put to ſhame : So is there excited among the 
Godly Miniſters an holy emulatipa by ac- 
quaintance , conference , and by perceiving 
the gifts one of another, which maketh them 
returne from the aflemblics, witha meaneand 
humblc concerpt of themſclves,and with new 
and ſtrong reſolutions for greater diligence in 
their ſtudies, and faithfulneſle in every Paſto- 
rall duty, to the common benefit and cdifica- 
tion of all the Churches ; all the Miniſters arc 
made more wiſe in matte sofGoyernement ; 
and all the Conzregations are affected with 
reverence to what 1s requured of them by their 
particular Elderſhips,.as having the conſent 
and approbation of the whole Church. Many 
fach fruits are reaped of theſe aſſemblies, 
which without them no particular perſons. 
congregation can have any ground to hope for 
or Expect. | | | 
They have no; Arch-biſhgps, Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhops, Suffcaganes, np Chapte:s, no Curats, 
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dumbe nor idle Miniſters, no hicelings, noa- 
reſidents, noc plwa'iſts, no Deanes nor 
Arch-Deacons, no 'Chanters., Sub-chatiters , 
nor Treaſurers, no Chancelfors, Officials, nor 
Appaiitors, no Canons , Peti-Cattons , Pre- 
bends, $ingingmen nor boyes ; Ahd yet with- 
out theſe andthe like, they have practiſe and 
uſe of all the ordinances of Chriſt ; all matters 
Bccleliaſticall determined, remitcing queſti- 
on: of tithes , mariages, divorcements , &c. 
tothe civill Judgeto whom they properlic do 
belong, and all petitions, complaints, and 
Church gricvances heard and redrefled, which 
they eſtceme as the ſweet yoke of Chriſt, and 
think it a great caſe both totheir conſciences 
and eſtaics to be free of ſuch bundles and bur- 
thens of traſh and ſuperfluitics. They con- 
ceive that to erect Presbyteries, Synods, and 
Natjonall aſſemblics, and ſtill to keepe Pre- 
lates and the members of that Hierarchue is, in 
the matter of Churchgovernment, not unlike 
the Popiſh adding of Traditions to Scripture 
in the ruleof faith, or works umo faith in the 
int of juſt:fication,&c.additions to Chrilts 
inſticution, being not only inceſpe of their 
| authox 
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author humane inventions , and for any uſe 
they Ean have idlernents, vanities, and follies; 
but that they. do alſo corrupt the purity, '#nd 
cat out the FE of the ordinances of Chriſt, 
Here there 1s a ſuperiority without tyranpie, 
for no Miniſter hath a Papall or Mon&chicall 
uri{di&ton over his own flock, farleſſe over 
other Palony, and over all the Congregations 
ora large Dioces. Here there isa paritie with- 
out corifuſion and diſorder,for the Paſtors are 
in order before the Elders, and the Elders be- 
fore the'Deacons ; the Church is ſubordinate 
to the Presbyterie, the Presbyteric, to the Sy- 
nod; and the Synod to the Nationallaſſembly, | 
One Paſtor alſo hath priority before another, 
for age, forzeale, for gifts, for his good defer; 
vings of the Church, each anc. honouring him 
whom God hath honoured, and as he beargth 
the image of God, which was to-bee ſeenea- 
monegſt the Apoſtles themſelves..' But none 
hath power or juriſdi&:on ahove others :, even 
as in nature one eye hath not power over,ano- | 
ther, only the head hath powerover all, even d 
as Chriſt over his Church, The ſame may bee 
ſcene in the Common-wealth, and in ſome of 
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the offices of the Roman Church it ſelfe, And 
laſtly, here there is a ſubjection without ſlave- 
ric, for the people are ſubje tothe Paſtors 
and Aſſemblies, yet there is no Mlemblie 
wherein cverte particular Church hath not in- 
tereſt and power ; nor is there any thing done, 
but they are,it not aQtually,yet virtually called 
to conſent unto it, 

As they have done and ſuffered much for 
vindicating and maintaining the libertie of 
their Religion, that what belongeth unto God 
may berendred unto God ; So do they delire, 
that according to the rule of righteouſneſle, 
each man have his owne, and Sn all men, 
That the things which are Cſars be rendred 
unto him,and to give him that which is Gods 
were a wronging both of God and C'eſar.They 
have ever beene willing to taxes and to pay 
ſubſidies above that w® they were able. They 
joyne w® the inward reverence of their hearts, 
externall honour and obedience in all things 
lawfull. They powre forth their prayers to 
God in private and publick, forall bleſſings 
ſpirituall and temporall apon his Royall Per- 
ſon and Government, and upon his Progenie ; 
I an 
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and for the ſame bleſſings upon the Queenes 
Majeſtic , eſpecially that God by his Spirit 
would give unto her the knowledge and love 
of rhe truth. They long for her converſion as 
an happineſſe to her ſelfe, and a meane of great 
happineſleto the King, to their Children, and 
toall their Subjects. And, thatthe Lord may 
anſwer their praters, they think i incumbent 
to the Churchof Eng/and , nor can any bond 
whatſoever oblige them to the contrarie, to 
uſe the belt and moſt powerfull meanes , and 
would mot willingly inall humilitie, love 
and reſpect , joyne their endeavours for that 
bleſſed end. 4nd as they thus preſent their beſt 
defires and prayers, ſo are they readie to facri- 
fice their lives to God for his Majeſtics good, 
.and in their heartsare grieved that their loyal- 
tie, which they account their no ſmall glorie, 
ſhould have beene called in queſtion. 

Neither is this all. But moreover they doe 
acknowledge that his Majeſtic , as ſupreame 
Magiſtrate , hath not onely charge over the 
Common-wealth , but doth watch and hath 
inſpection over the Church and Church mat- 
ters, but ina civil way. Vos Epiſcopt in Beele- 
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fea (ſaith Confiantine) Ego extra Ecclefiam Epiſe 
copus a Deo conſtitutus ſum. And thereforethat 
he 1s, by his highcallingand place, Cuitos u- 
trinſq; tabule,to command the precepts of the 
firſt rable as well as of the ſecond table to bee 
obeyed : "That he is Vindex Religions by his 
ſword, asthe Spirit of God in Scripture is [u- 
dex, and the Churchis Index : That hec hath 
wer to turn the con{titutions of the Church 
into lawes, and to confirme them by the ci- 
vill fanction in Parliament : That he may con- 
{traine all his ſubjes to do dutie in matters of 
religion , and may puniſh the tranſgrefſois : 
That when dcbates ariſe about Religion, hee 
hath power to call the Aſſemblies of the 
Church, to be preſent and civilly preſide in 
them, and to examine their conſtitutions, that 
he may dilcerne of them both as a Chriſtian 
caring tor his owa ſoule,and as ſupreame Ma- 
giltrate watching over his people : and that he 
may do all things which can prove himtobe 
a kinde and catefull nurſing Father, They ac- 
count all that is vomited out to the contrarie, 
[as, that they liked Anarchie better then Mo- 
narchic, and that they would turnca King- 
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dome into a democratie,7Jto be but the tions 
and calummies of the malitzous enemies of God 
and his truth; not unlike the lies which 
were deviſed againlt the Chriſtians of old : 


their conſciences, their words, writings, 


and actions , even then when the world: 


did put the worſt conſtructions npon them , 
were witneſles of the integritie of their hearts, 
They doe {ill hold that there can bee no 
antipathy betwixt one ordinance of God and 
another. By him Princes do reigne, and hee 
hath alſo appointed the Officers and Govern- 
ment of his own houſe, They dodeſfirenothing 
more then that the Sonne of God may reigne, 
and that with and under the Sonne of God, rhe 
King may command, and they, as good ſub- 
zeets to Chriſt and the King, may obey. 
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